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little above the average for the U.S.S.R. as a whole. The
chief towns are situated on the banks of the Volga, at the
junction between river and railway-lines, where the tranship-
ment of goods from rail to river and vice versa, the storing and
warehousing of goods, trade and commerce, are occupations
second in importance only to industry.
Stalingrad (445,476) is the economic and industrial centre
of the entire lower Volga region. It is the administrative
centre for a large area, with a total population of 2,250,000.
The importance of the industrial towns is reflected in the fact
that approximately 893,000 of the inhabitants of the region
were classed as urban in the 1939 census, and of these more
than 700,000 lived in Stalingrad and Astrakhan. Thus the
population statistics present a picture of a relatively thinly
peopled agricultural area, with a small number of large
industrial centres. The Kalrnuck Republic has a population
of only 220,723, in spite of its enormous area. About 20 per
cent, of the population is urban.
Stalingrad owes its importance to its central position in
relation to the rich southern grain lands of European Russia
and the coalfields of the Don basin, and its situation at an
important railway junction, at the point where the Don and
Volga come close to each other (Fig. 47). It is a junction
between north and south, Europe and Asia, a river port,
connected by means of rail and river with Northern Russia,
Moscow, the Urals, the Don basin, the North Caucasus, the
Caspian, and Central Asia. The rapid growth of its industries
is reflected in the increase of its population, from 20,000 in
1920 to almost half a million in 1939.
Saratov also occupies a central position, second in impor-
tance only to that of Stalingrad. It has a population of
375,860, and is the administrative centre for a region with
a population of 1,798,800, 61 per cent, of' which is rural.
Saratov itself was superseded by Stalingrad as the adminis-
trative centre for the entire lower Volga region in 1931. In
addition to being an industrial town it is an important rail-
river-junction, at which cargoes are transferred from boats
to the railway-line which runs eastward to Moscow. Other